

Board Resolution
From:  	WSDA Board of Directors
To:	House of Delegates
September 2026

HD-13-2026 
Concerning the Appointment of Vacancies in the Offices of President-elect and Immediate Past President (Bylaws Amendment)
Background Statement: Currently, the Association’s governance documents have clear protocols for filling vacancies for all appointed and elected positions except for Immediate Past President and President-elect. The process for filling vacancies of appointed positions and other elected positions (with the noted exception of President, President-elect, and Immediate Past President) is outlined in the duties of the President (emphasis added below):
VI. Duties of Officers 
A. President. The President shall be a member of the House of Delegates and the Board of Directors, shall preside at all meetings of the Association, and the Board of Directors, shall call special meetings of the House of Delegates on written request of a majority of its members, and special meetings of the Board of Directors when necessary for the transaction of urgent business of the Association, or upon written request of five of its members, and shall fill all appointive vacancies not otherwise provided for in these Bylaws, shall, with consent of the Board of Directors, fill all elective vacancies except those of the offices of President, President-elect, and Immediate Past President, such appointments to remain in force only until the next meeting of the House of Delegates. The President shall supervise the Board of Directors and shall perform such other duties as parliamentary usage may require. The President in office as of January 1 shall serve as a delegate to the American Dental Association House of Delegates for that calendar year.
The process for filling a vacancy in the position of WSDA President is simply that the President-elect “succeed(s) to the office of the President in case of vacancy” (Article VI.B).
The Bylaws lack a clear process for filling vacancies in the positions of Immediate Past President and President-elect. Filling these vacancies is excluded from the duties of the President and there is not a clear process for filling vacancies in these positions in any other area of the Bylaws.
The Board of Directors recommends that filling vacancies for Immediate Past President and President-elect be handled in the same manner as filling vacancies for other elected positions (except for the position of President). 
Therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that Article VI.A of the Bylaws be amended as follows:
VI. Duties of Officers 
A. President. The President shall be a member of the House of Delegates and the Board of Directors, shall preside at all meetings of the Association, and the Board of Directors, shall call special meetings of the House of Delegates on written request of a majority of its members, and special meetings of the Board of Directors when necessary for the transaction of urgent business of the Association, or upon written request of five of its members, and fill all appointive vacancies not otherwise provided for in these Bylaws, shall, with consent of the Board of Directors, fill all elective vacancies except those Office of President, President-elect, and Immediate Past President, such appointments to remain in force only until the next meeting of the House of Delegates. The President shall supervise the Board of Directors and shall perform such other duties as parliamentary usage may require. The President in office as of January 1 shall serve as a delegate to the American Dental Association House of Delegates for that calendar year.
End


HD-13(B)-2026
Concerning A Vacancy In The Office Of President-Elect
Background Statement: The WSDA Bylaws provide that the House of Delegates shall elect the officers of the Association and that the President-elect shall succeed to the Presidency in the event of a vacancy in the office of President.
The Bylaws do not currently provide a specific procedure for filling a vacancy in the office of President-elect before the next annual meeting of the House of Delegates.
Because the President-elect is an elected officer, a member of the Board of Directors, and the designated successor to the President, a vacancy in that office should be filled by the body authorized to elect the President-elect.
The Association desires to establish a clear process for filling a vacancy in the office of President-elect while providing sufficient time for an election when the vacancy occurs well in advance of the annual meeting and avoiding a separate meeting when the annual meeting is imminent.
RESOLVED, that Article VI.B of the WSDA Bylaws be amended by adding the following paragraphs:
Vacancy in Office of President-elect. If a vacancy occurs in the office of President-elect, the vacancy shall be filled by election by the House of Delegates.

1. Vacancy occurring more than ninety (90) days before the next annual meeting. If a vacancy occurs more than ninety (90) days before the next annual meeting of the House of Delegates, the President shall call a special meeting of the House of Delegates for the purpose of electing a President-elect to fill the vacancy. The special meeting shall be called in accordance with Article IV.B of these Bylaws. The person elected shall serve the remainder of the unexpired term of the President-elect and shall have all rights, duties, and responsibilities of the office.

2. Vacancy occurring ninety (90) days or less before the next annual meeting. If a vacancy occurs ninety (90) days or less before the next annual meeting of the House of Delegates, the vacancy shall be filled by election at that annual meeting. The person elected shall serve the remainder of the unexpired term of the President-elect and shall have all rights, duties, and responsibilities of the office.

3. Succession to the Presidency. A person elected to fill an unexpired term in the office of President-elect shall be eligible to succeed to the Presidency under the same circumstances and in the same manner as any other President-elect under these Bylaws. If the office of President becomes vacant while a person elected to fill an unexpired President-elect term is serving as President-elect, that person shall immediately succeed to the office of President in accordance with the Bylaws’ existing succession provisions. Service under this paragraph shall not be construed to create a new or separate term of office.

4. Regular Election. At each annual meeting of the House of Delegates, the House shall elect a President-elect for the succeeding regular term in accordance with Article IV.A. If the House is also required to fill an unexpired President-elect term pursuant to this section, the elections shall be conducted separately and the terms shall be clearly identified.

5. Eligibility. Any person elected to fill a vacancy in the office of President-elect shall meet all eligibility requirements applicable to the office of President-elect under these Bylaws.
RESOLVED, that the foregoing provision shall govern vacancies in the office of President-elect and that the general elective-vacancy provision in Article VI.A shall not apply to the office of President-elect.
End

